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I have taken a series of pictures going through the process I use to weather the WHX wheat hopper. Each picture has 

a number in the top left corner to refer to in the point actions below. 

1. Remove bogies and coupler.  Mask signage on both sides of hopper and prepare for painting. 

 

2. I use a Camouflage Brown 4292 by Krylon, (www.krylon.com) spray straight out of the can being careful not to 

overload the surface with paint, especially around the mesh walkway.  Paint bogie frames and wheels in same 

manner.  You may need to get an art store to order it in.  Alternatively; a dark brown with an ultra flat finish may do, 

final result may vary.  I like the Krylon paint as it dries in 15 minutes at room temperature (even quicker when 

warmed up), Can start weathering straight away. 

http://www.krylon.com/


 NOTE: From here on only powders are used for the weathering.  At the end of each stage I spray 100% pure 

Isopropanol over the surface of the model to lock down the powders.  It must be sprayed with an air brush at about 

20 psi.  ANY OTHER METHOD WILL WASH THE POWDERS AWAY.  Wear gloves as the powder gets messy and oil from 

ones fingers will show up as prints on the surface.  Use an A4 sheet of paper or bigger to collect powder to use at 

later stages.  Powders will come off or washed of prior to Isopropanol being sprayed.  Very difficult to reverse once 

Iso applied to surface. 

These powders are not a porous chalk like that of AIM weathering powders.  I use Acrylic crayons by Conte of Paris. 

(www.conteaparis.com)  Most good art shops will carry this product.  I use a coffee grinder to make the powders 

however; rubbing the crayons over a fine mesh will produce the same results in making a powder. 

3 & 4.  Using a medium grey colour, start to cover the whole wagon, top, sides and bottom.  Aim for an even coat of 

powder but don't panic if it looks a little patchy in some places.  Once done apply a mist of the Isopropanol from an 

air brush all over, leaving a faint vapour trail lasting a second or two on the surface of the model. 

 

http://www.conteaparis.com/


5. Using a sharpened dark grey Acrylic pencil, draw in the groove on either side of the hopper to replicate the weld 

lines. Be careful not to wander off the lines.  Iso the model. 

 

6. Remove any maskings you have applied and do a second layer of medium grey over the surface as used the first 

time.  This will blend the pencil line in and reduce the harsh contrast of the two colours.  This also assists with 

blending any patchy areas from the first time. 



7 & 8.  Using light grey and white, start to make wash and spills marks from the top of the hopper to about a 1/3 to 

1/2 way down the sides or the complete length top to bottom on various panels. Iso the model. 

 



9.  Use a dirt colour brown and run along the side frame rail and feather out the colour up the side partially and the 

bins at the bottom. Iso the model. 

 

10. At either end of the wagon, add a blend of the dirt brown and a darker brown and push it around the cylinders 

and plumbing. Iso the model. 



11.  Using the powders that have collected on the work surface; blend together and use as a road grime finish on the 

underside of the hopper. Push it into all the nooks and crannies. 

 

12. A blend of rust colours is used on the brake and air cylinders, take care not to get much on any of the aluminium 

surfaces of the hopper. Iso the model. 



13.  Using the dirt and grime as was used for the underneath of the hopper, apply to bogies and wheels. A little light 

cover of a light grey will help the look overall too. Attach bogies and choice of couplers. Iso the model. 

 

 


